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CHRDA HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION REPORT OF THE NORTH WEST 

AND SOUTH WEST REGIONS OF CAMEROON BETWEEN  

OCTOBER 2020 AND FEBRUARY 2021 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE SITUATION IN CAMEROON 

The year 2020 is undoubtedly remembered for the outbreak of the global pandemic 

that has shocked humankind. The coronavirus pandemic has led to the loss of 

millions of lives worldwide and Cameroon is not an exception. In the midst of the 

pandemic, the state of Cameroon, in addition to combating Boko Haram insurgency 

in the Northern parts of the country, has also been struggling to ward off a 

secessionist war, which started as a peaceful protest in 2016 and degenerated into an 

armed conflict. It has displaced over 700,000 persons internally and over 60,000 to 

Nigeria and other countries as refugees and asylum seekers. More than 4,000 persons 

have also been killed and over 5 million people affected by the crisis in the North 

West and South West Regions of Cameroon, including schoolchildren, the disabled, 

women and girls. 

Between the months of October 2020 and February 2021, the Centre for Human 

Rights and Democracy in Africa (CHRDA) has noted, with great concern, disturbing 

reports of serious violence occurring in the North West and South West Regions of 

the country. These include attacks against civilians, extrajudicial killings, torture, 

arson of schools and villages, wanton destruction of property, retaliatory attacks, the 

use of improvised explosive devices (IEDs), arbitrary arrests, abductions, 
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harassment and extortion, and other forms of violence, which seriously and 

disproportionately affect women and children.  

The last quarter of the year 2020 witnessed both a celebration of the ‘Independence 

Day’ of the Republic of Ambazonia, an imaginary state which armed separatists are 

seeking to create from the territory of the former British Southern Cameroons (that 

came into a federal union with La République du Cameroun on October 1, 1961) and 

the first-ever election of Regional Councilors across the country. This period was 

marked by violence and an atmosphere of insecurity in the two Anglophone regions. 

The use of IEDs, raids by the army, gun battles, and deadly skirmishes between the 

army and armed separatist fighters continue to take a heavy toll on unarmed 

civilians. The culture of impunity and lack of security in recent months in these two 

regions have further exacerbated the plight of vulnerable groups. The plight of 

vulnerable persons was even made worse as the Governor of the North West Region, 

on December 8, 2020, suspended all activities of the international humanitarian 

NGO, Doctors Without Borders, in the region. That organisation has been very 

instrumental in providing healthcare in emergency situations and in saving more 

lives, especially for victims of the crisis. 

 

In the month of January 2021 alone, the Stand Up for Cameroon (SUFC) Human 

Rights Working Group stated that over 32 persons have been killed—24 civilians 

and 8 soldiers—plus 13 persons abducted, 5 explosions, and 21 persons wounded. 

 

In his traditional end-of-year address to the nation, the President of the 

Republic Paul Biya admitted that the crisis in the two regions has badly affected the 

country, and he promised legal action against perpetrators of violence. He also 

commended the military for its actions in the two English regions and encouraged 

them to keep up. In the weeks that followed were horrific massacres of women and 
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children in Mauto, Fako Division, and in Metta Quarter in Bamenda, committed by 

the Defense and Security Forces (DSF). 

  

On the other hand, Ayaba Cho Lucas, the Commander-in-Chief of the Ambazonia 

Defense Forces (ADF), a splinter faction of the separatist movement, made 

declarations through an audio message circulated on WhatsApp on January 25, 2021, 

in which he condemned separatist fighters for their derailment of the struggle. He 

lamented that they are now fighting for their stomachs, harassing and extorting 

civilians, whom they ought to protect instead. In his words, “instead of being seen 

as heroes within our communities, instead of being seen as people who protect our 

civilians, they are being seen as tormentors. Not tormenting to get things done, 

tormenting to eat and to drink. How cheap some of you have become…” 

 

On January 1, 2021, the US Senate passed Resolution 684, which was introduced on 

August 9, 2020. The resolution calls on the Government of Cameroon and separatist 

armed groups from the English-speaking North West and South West Regions to 

end all violence, respect the human rights of all Cameroonians, and pursue a 

genuinely inclusive dialogue toward resolving the ongoing civil conflict in 

Anglophone Cameroon. The resolution condemns abuses committed by state 

security forces and armed groups, and affirms that the United States continues to 

hold Cameroon responsible for safeguarding the security and constitutional rights of 

all citizens, regardless of their region, religion, or political views. Further, the 

resolution urges all parties to the conflict in Cameroon, the Government of 

Cameroon, US foreign relations entities, and members of the international 

community to take specified steps toward resolving the ongoing civil conflict in 

Cameroon.  
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In addition to this resolution, the US Embassy in Yaoundé has also condemned 

several atrocities in Cameroon since the start of the year that have left scores of 

innocent civilians dead and wounded. The incoming US Secretary of State, Antony 

Blinken, at his confirmation hearing also cited Cameroon as a conflict area and said: 

“I share your concerns in Cameroon particularly regarding violence directed against 

the Anglophone population.” He also mentioned other conflict-stricken countries in 

Africa that need immediate attention. 

 

The US Senate Resolution 684 on Cameroon also received support from some 

members of the UK Parliament, particularly MP Emily Thornberry of the Labour 

Party, who on January 19, 2021, urged the UK Parliament to review a trade deal the 

UK government just signed with Cameroon, a country that violates human rights of 

citizens. She also urged the UK government to listen to the call of the US Senators 

for the international community to join them in trying to find a solution to the crisis 

in Cameroon. 

 

Equally, on February 16, 2021, the Canadian Parliament (House of Commons) added 

its voice to the numerous calls for intervention in the Cameroon situation. One of 

the witnesses to the briefing from the USC Gould School of Law International 

Human Rights Clinic gave a detailed account of the human rights situation in 

Cameroon and highlighted some recommendations that the Canadian government 

should undertake to bring an end to the crisis. According to Professor Hannah 

Garry, the violence in Cameroon has been neglected for too long by the 

international community, which has stood by or taken insufficient actions while the 

atrocity situation has unfolded before our eyes, and it is imperative to stop the 

violence and find a solution to the crisis to prevent an escalation to genocide.  
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In their presentations, the speakers called on the Canadian government to work 

together with the AU states and relevant western governments such as the US, UK, 

and EU Member States, particularly France, to address the situation in Cameroon as 

follows: 

 Issue strong resolutions such as US Senate Resolution 684 of January 5, 2021, 

condemning the ongoing serious human rights abuses and calling for targeted 

global sanctions against perpetrators on both sides of the conflict to signal that 

the international community is watching. 

 Implement targeted sanctions in coordination with other governments to 

encourage a ceasefire and discussions toward a peaceful resolution of the 

conflict. 

 Support efforts toward establishing a fact-finding commission of inquiry 

through the UN or AU to investigate the atrocities. 

 Consider acting as a third-party neutral mediator, perhaps as part of a coalition 

of states, to facilitate inclusive dialogue among the parties for ending the 

crisis. 

 Work to end impunity for the atrocity crimes that have been perpetrated thus 

far through judicial proceedings—whether through support for a case against 

Cameroon before the International Court of Justice or investigation of 

perpetrators by the national, regional, and international jurisdiction such as 

the ICC. 

 Play a leading role in intervening in the Cameroon situation as a member of 

the Commonwealth that has provided humanitarian and security aid to the 

country. Achieving peace and justice in Cameroon is critical not only because 

of the numerous victims of atrocity crimes but also for promoting regional 

stability, stopping refugee flows, and facilitating effective counter-terrorism 

efforts. 
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All these points were proposed to the Canadian Parliament by witnesses as a means 

of finding a solution to the crisis, and also to ensure accountability for already-

perpetrated abuses. 

 

On January 15, 2021, while responding to a question from journalists, UN 

spokesperson Stéphane Dujarric said that the UN Secretary-General António 

Guterres is concerned about persistent violence in North West and South West 

Regions of Cameroon, affecting mainly civilians. He noted specifically the incident 

in Maotu that left about ten civilians dead and the attack on the convoy of the DO of 

Momo Division in the North West Region. The SG condemned the attacks and urged 

the Biya government to take all necessary measures to swiftly bring the perpetrators 

of both attacks to justice and enhance the protection of civilians. Equally, on 

February 26, 2021, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 2565 calling for 

ceasefires in conflict zones around the world, including Cameroon, so as to grant 

access to the free delivery of COVID-19 vaccines. 

 

This report contains details of human rights atrocities committed by both the 

Cameroon military and the armed separatist fighters in the two English-speaking 

regions, between October 2020 and February 2021. 
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A. ATROCITIES COMMITTED BY DEFENCE AND SECURITY 

FORCES AGAINST UNARMED CIVILIANS   

 

1. THE MASSACRE OF 9 UNARMED CIVILIANS IN MAUTU 

On January 10, 2021, the Cameroonian army in an offensive raid invaded Mautu, a 

village settlement in Fako Division, South West Region, and opened fire 

indiscriminately on unarmed civilians, killing nine, injuring several more, and looted 

property. Among the dead are a woman of 50 and a girl of 6 years old respectively. 

CHRDA obtained a list of the deceased, and they include among others: Tambe 

Ann, 50; Ngoto Valentine Akama, 32; Obenegwa David, 30; Egoshi Lucas, 25; 

Takang Bruno, 22; Ndakam Pascal, 22; Takang Anyi Roger, 20; Tambe Daniel; 

and Shey Keisa, 6. Four others escaped with bullet wounds and are currently 

undergoing treatment. 

The early witness account from the village says the military had been patrolling the 

village and its environs for several days and their target was separatist fighters under 

the command of a notorious Amba commander, known as Mendozie, who has been 

on the army’s radar for years since the outbreak of violence in the Anglophone 

Crisis. Mautu Village is in an area that has witnessed several mass killings by 

government troops including an attack on January 23, 2020, in which five unarmed 

men were removed from their homes and shot, and property savagely damaged. 

There had also been several more attacks there before the attack on January 10, 2021. 

   

Another witness told CHRDA that separatist fighters used to visit the place to get 

food supplies but do not live there because the military frequently visits the place. 

Unfortunately, the military invaded the place and found no ‘Amba Boys’ but 

proceeded to kill innocent civilians. They broke into people’s houses, stealing 



8 
 

money and any important valuables they found. They also beat up some people, 

forcing them out and threatening to arrest them. 

Witnesses told CHRDA that on that day, they were going about their daily affairs, 

and at about 2 pm, they heard gunshots in the village and most people started fleeing 

to the bush. Those that could not escape on time were shot by the army. They arrived 

at the village on foot and started shooting and threatening civilians before four trucks 

arrived to take them out of the village. 

In response to the massacre, army spokesman Colonel Cyril Atonfack Guemo in a 

press release admitted that there was an operation in Mautu conducted by the 21st 

Motorized Infantry Battalion (BIM) but denied allegations that civilians were 

killed and wounded. To him, the persons who died, including the 50-year-old woman 

and 6-year-old child, were all terrorists. The military of Cameroon is noted for 

denying allegations of military atrocities, including the Ngarbuh Massacre where the 

government previously denied military involvement, and a later investigation 

revealed that government forces in collaboration with vigilante groups carried out 

the killings.  

Note should be taken that military operations around Buea and the South West 

Region are designed by Colonel Henry Chinda, while his counterparts Gen. Nka 

Valere, Brigadier Gen. Ekongwese Divine and Police Commissioner Gousmo 

Emile, design military actions for the North West Region. 

The Mautu massacre was widely condemned by the human rights community both 

at home and abroad, including the US, UK, French and Canadian embassies in 

Cameroon. Just a few days after the Mautu massacre, the military continued its 

atrocities by attacking more villages, killing civilians and burning villages in the 

South West Region. On January 21, 2021, soldiers raided Maumu Village, a village 

just a few kilometres from Mautu where they killed nine and shot four unarmed 

civilians. Before these January attacks, soldiers raided the village of Mkpot in 
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Eyumojock, Manyu Division of the South West Region, on December 20, 2020, and 

executed two unarmed old men, Enow Thomas Orock, 50 years of age, and John 

Ojong Tambe, 65 years of age. Eyewitnesses revealed to CHRDA that soldiers 

invaded the village at about 4 am in the night of Saturday breaking Sunday and 

arrested the two men. They came with a list with names of four persons, which they 

have targeted to kill, and fortunately for the two others, they were not seen in the 

village. Only the two old men were seen and arrested. Their corpses were later 

discovered during the day where they were shot and dumped. 

 

On January 22, 2021, the village of Bafia in Muyuka Subdivision was attacked 

by the military and houses set ablaze. This incident was filmed and circulated on 

social media after the soldiers left by irate villagers whose houses were burnt. 

Meanwhile, on December 21, 2020, soldiers invaded the village of Bekondo in 

Meme Division of the South West Region and set scores of wooden houses on fire. 

The attack was a reprisal as they accused villagers of hiding separatist fighters in 

their community. In Bafut in the North West Region, a world cultural heritage site 

situated in Bawum, known as Bafut Ecovillage, was burnt down by the military. This 

incident happened on January 12, 2021, during which the military raided the village 

and set every building on fire. The incident was filmed and circulated on social 

media by villagers, who could be head saying in Bafut language that the military has 

attacked and burnt the entire village, and no building is left standing again.  

 

2. THE MASSACRE OF 4 YOUNG BOYS IN BAMENDA 

In the aftermath of the Mautu massacre, the DSF received widespread condemnation 

for violating human rights in the fight against secessionists in the Anglophone 

regions. Just two weeks after, they again in a rebel search attacked and shot four 

young boys between the ages of 16 and 18 in an uncompleted building in Bamenda, 
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North West Region. The incident happened on January 23, 2021, where four young 

boys (two of whom were students of G.B.H.S Downtown) who were caught smoking 

cannabis in Metta Quarter were summarily executed by the military. CHRDA 

obtained the names of the victims as Alucious Ngalim, Fon Blaise, Takam Nelly 

Mbah and Salle Saddam. Residents of the neighborhood filmed and circulated on 

social media how soldiers executed the boys in a small room in an uncompleted 

building and dragged their bodies on the floor before being dumped at the entrance 

to the building, beside the road.   

While talking to CHRDA, witnesses recounted that while the military was on patrol 

around T-Junction, armed separatist fighters ambushed them and fired shots at the 

military before retreating into Metta Quarter. The military followed them into the 

quarters but did not see the direction in which they ran, and as they were hunting for 

the separatists, they came across the four boys smoking cannabis in an uncompleted 

building. The boys had no weapons with them, but the military immediately opened 

fire and killed the boys. 

Worthy of note is the fact that this is not the first time the military has executed boys 

caught smoking cannabis in the North West and South West Regions within the 

context of the Anglophone Crisis. Some of such massacres include among others the 

July 30, 2018, massacre in Bakweri town, the September 27, 2018, massacre in Buea 

town, and the May 28, 2020, massacre in Bouduma, all in Buea in the South West 

Region. 

After the killing of the four young boys in Bamenda, the military spokesman Colonel 

Cyril Atonfack Guemo in a January 27, 2021, press release confirmed that elements 

of the 5th Gendarmarie Region executed four boys; however, he claimed that they 

were terrorists and had weapons, contrary to reports from denizens and family 

sources that these were schoolboys. After this statement from the military 
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communications chief, soldiers continued with the killing spree in other quarters and 

villages in the North West Region.  

On January 27, 2021, government forces killed two men in Bambui, Tubah 

Subdivision in the North West Region, and also arrested two others on their way to 

the farm. Among the deceased is Awoh Augustine, who was pulled out of the house 

and shot dead with his neighbor, whom the military accused of making charms 

(odeshi) for separatist fighters because they found out he was an herbalist. Equally, 

on January 31, 2021, the military invaded Tankov Village in Nkum Subdivision of 

the North West Region on foot and shot dead three men. Witnesses told CHRDA on 

the phone that the victims left Semnzdem and were heading toward Tankov to extract 

palm wine before they fell into the hands of the military that rounded them up and 

shot them dead. Similarly, on January 26, 2021, the army raided the village of Etam 

in Tombel Subdivision in the South West Region and killed three unarmed civilians. 

Among the victims were a woman and two men, identified as David and Babila. 

 

3. TORTURE 

The use of torture by DSF violates both Cameroonian and international law. 

Cameroon is a party to international human rights treaties, including the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the Convention against 

Torture (CAT), which proscribe both torture as a form of punishment and other 

forms of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment. In international 

law, the crime of torture is subject to universal jurisdiction, which means therefore 

that any country can prosecute the perpetrator with no consideration to the place of 

commission of the offense or nationality of the offender or victim.  

Torture has long been endemic in Cameroon’s law enforcement and military 

systems, especially against people suspected of having ties to or sympathy for armed 

separatist fighters. CHRDA has confirmed several cases of torture committed in the 
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Anglophone Crisis by DSF against unarmed civilians. In most cases, the methods 

used are severe beatings with machetes, the butt of a gun, and suffocation with water 

to near drowning. Between April 2020 and February 2021, CHRDA documented 

over 60 cases of torture and enforced disappearances, occurring in both official and 

makeshift camps, committed by the military. One such makeshift camp is in Tole, 

situated in Buea in a tea factory, and operated by the BIR. Another camp is located 

at 21st Motorized Infantry Battalion at the Reunification Monument around the 

Governor’s office in Buea.   

CHRDA has received and treated survivors who came from these places, and who 

also gave testimonies of witnessing the military torture inmates in these places. They 

repeatedly called out some particular soldiers by name who are involved in the 

routine torture of the inmates. They usually use torture to force confessions, and the 

victims are sometimes bound to an object like a chair or table where the torturers 

can have uninterrupted access to their feet or back where they beat them with a 

machete.  

On the eve of Valentine’s Day 2021 in Cameroon, a truly hard-to-watch video 

emerged online, depicting a contingent of security officers torturing a man. They 

were two Gendarmes, four police officers, and two soldiers, who took custody of a 

man and beat him savagely with a machete.  

They also poured water on him, stood his legs, and for over 9 minutes as the video 

lasted, they tortured and mocked him. They questioned him about the whereabouts 

of his brother, believed to be an armed separatist fighter.   
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Figure 1: A screenshot of soldiers torturing a man in the premises of Ndu Council of the North West Region of Cameroon 

The victim in agony cried out that his brother is in the bushes but he does not know 

where exactly, and if he knew he would have told them. They continued to pour 

water on him and beat him on his feet, stomach, and back until he passed out. One 

of the torturers could be heard saying in the video, “leave him, leave him to rest 

before you can continue, we cannot tell if he is an Amba for now.” In the aftermath 

of the torture, the Divisional Officer for Ndu Subdivision, located in Donga-

Mantung Division of the North West Region, on February 14, 2021, ordered that 

disciplinary and legal measures be implemented against the perpetrators who carried 

out the horrendous and inhumane act in front of the Ndu Council building. The 

government further ordered the arrest of the perpetrators, while the victim, identified 

as Jean Fai Bongong, is under medical attention.  
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This incident, filmed and shared on social media by the security officers themselves, 

is just one among many atrocities they commit against unarmed civilians on the field, 

which are not known to the public unless they share it themselves.  

 

On 4 December 2020, another video surfaced on social media showing the army 

questioning two men who were seated on the ground and being beaten. A few 

minutes later, they executed the two men and dumped their corpses in the bush. It is 

not clear where the incident took place.  

Earlier in January 2021, the military picked up two young welders from their 

workshop in Buea and savagely tortured them. They were beaten on their feet until 

they could no longer walk again. The military accused them of fabricating weapons 

for armed separatist fighters, whereas they were seen making poles for MTN 

workers for communication stands (kiosks).  

Another video began circulating on Cameroonian social media space on February 

11, 2021. It was a truly horrific video of a dead baby who died inside a burned 

house. The video is said to have been recorded in Batibo, situated in Momo Division 

of the North West Region. The video shows a crying man holding a dead and stiff 

child who has been burnt to ashes inside a house, and nearby are neighbours crying. 

Previous accounts claimed that the military was responsible for the fire incident, but 

on their part, the military has denied responsibility and said that it was two separatist 

armed groups fighting each other that led to the burning of the house and the killing 

of the baby when the parents fled, abandoning her behind while asleep.  

CHRDA at the moment has not been able to identify any witnesses to the incident 

and cannot say for sure who committed the act.   
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4. HARASSMENT AND EXTORTION OF CIVILIANS 

The military has continued to harass and extort money from civilians in the two 

restive regions. They arrest people and search their phone contents, threatening to 

kill them or take them to prison for no just cause. Once they see that the victim is 

vulnerable, they will ask for huge sums of money before letting them go. They also 

forcefully take valuable items belonging to civilians and never return them. CHRDA 

has spoken to eyewitnesses and victims who lost money and valuable items to the 

military in Buea.  

A victim of military extortion in Buea, a young engineer, narrates how he was 

harassed and money extorted from him by the military on January 3, 2021. In his 

own words, he narrated that: “Earlier today (Sunday January 3, 2021), I was on my 

way to Douala. Stepping out of my quarter in Molyko, I ran into four gunmen. They 

were putting on police uniforms and walking lackadaisically in my direction. 

Mindful that the police are supposed to protect civilians, I kept walking. They 

stopped me and ask me for identification. I showed them my ID card politely and 

then they ask to see what is inside my bag. I showed them and they saw my laptop, 

one of them grabbed it and said it’s a laptop, I’ll have to come to the station to get 

it, and then they started walking away. I didn’t even see where the plastic bag came 

from but he already had my laptop inside.  

When they noticed I was not quick to follow them they stopped and ask for the 

receipt. I thought to myself since when do I have to walk around with the receipt for 

an old laptop like this one? When I told them I don’t have it, they said I have to settle 

control. It was then that I realized everything was a setup. It was a Sunday morning, 

even if I had to get to the station; they will say they are not working. That means I’ll 

have to wait till Tuesday, assuming the laptop successfully makes it to the station. I 

didn’t understand how to settle control for an old laptop I have been using for as 
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long as I could remember. I used to think only commercial inter-urban drivers settle 

control. It pissed them off that I didn’t speak their language. 

They held me hostage for close to two hours and the ring leader kept insisting on 

having me speak French. Then one of them came close to me and told me I have to 

give them money. I couldn’t just give them my transport that easy. I told them I have 

money in my Mobile Money Account, and one of them said they only have an Orange 

money Account. This was the beginning of another new trouble for me as my Orange 

money account was empty as I used it to subscribe for a data bundle. All the money 

I had was in the MTN Mobile Money account, so I told them to let me transfer MTN 

to Orange and they said it’s not possible. 

After walking around for hours, we found a kiosk in one hidden corner. I tried to 

cash out, but the dealer had no change. I told him to withdraw from my MTN and 

cash into my orange. He did and I walked back to meet the gang of four who were 

patiently waiting outside (harassing young girls in the name of control). I initiated 

the transaction and asked for the Orange number so I could pay for my laptop. One 

of them was about to provide a number when the ring leader stopped him and said 

“ne donnes jamais le numero” I was too focused on getting my laptop that I didn’t 

pay attention to why he stopped him. It pissed me off, but I tried to keep my cool. 

That was when I noticed they have black plastic bags. I assume those are meant to 

serve as takeaway (that’s what they used for my PC). 

A man had been standing on the other side of the road, trying to liberate his sister 

from these people who really should be protecting her. I walked to him and asked if 

he could give me cash in exchange for Mobile Money? He had been observing, so 

he understood my situation, I paid them and collected my laptop, and walked away.” 

Another victim narrated that the military harassed and extorted money from him in 

the last week of December 2020. The incident happened at Biaka Junction, Buea, 

where he was forced to unlock his phone and check his mobile money balance. His 
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ID card and wallet were seized, and they demanded that he should pay 100,000 

FCFA—if not, they would take him to the station. He was only released after his 

sister arrived on the scene with half of the requested amount and pleaded for his 

release. 

Equally, on December 4, 2020, a Buea-based journalist narrated an incident of police 

harassment he witnesses in a snack bar in Buea and how the police brutalized people 

just relaxing and having fun on a weekend. In his own words, he narrates: “I have 

witnessed one of the most dehumanizing forms of police brutality. The police 

descended on Las Vegas Snack Bar in Buea on the night of Friday, December 4, 

2020, and started beating up people indiscriminately. They came with a truck and 

for no reason, they began to arrest everybody who was inside or outside the 

recreational facility; even persons who presented their I.D cards were not spared. 

People who presented their identification documents were deemed to be resisting 

and were beaten to a pulp. I saw a UN worker who struggled to identify himself to 

the security forces, also manhandled before he was later spared. In the presence of 

many people, I heard the commissioner was transferring aggression from a grudge 

with the proprietor of Las Vegas, to innocent unsuspecting customers who were out 

for their relaxation.   

Some mothers and fathers going back home from a wedding reception they attended 

at Molyko Catholic Church hall were also bundled up and thrown into the truck. It 

was a terrible and pathetic sight to see gendarme and police elements beating up 

people in front of their spouses and forcing them into the truck as though they were 

criminals. People who agreed to pay some money there and then were allowed to 

go. Even a magistrate who was called to the scene by one of the victims of police 

brutality was ridiculed by the police who refused to listen to him.  
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When all these things played out in front of me, I then asked myself the question, 

where is Cameroon headed? Who really does not want the crisis in the Northwest 

and Southwest regions to end? One day…just one day, this nonsense will stop.” 

Still in line with police harassment and extortion in Buea, on January 16, 2021, 

another victim narrated how gendarme officers harassed him and extorted money 

from him. According to the young man, who is a software developer, the gendarme 

officers arrested him, accusing him of being an internet fraudster (scammer). He was 

immediately searched without a warrant, his phone contents were also searched, and 

he was later taken to the station and had 50,500 FCFA taken from him. He narrated 

that he paid 10,000 FCFA in cash and 40,500 FCFA through MTN Mobile Money, 

and the money was paid to an account name known as Olivier Ismael Ndzie Matti, 

one of the Gendarme officers involved in the harassment and extortion. 

On Saturday February 27, 2021, a taxi driver was harassed and almost strangled by 

two police officers who interrupted him at Great Soppo, Buea, around the Alliance 

Franco-Camerounaise Restaurant. The incident happened at about 1 pm when the 

driver carried a female passenger in his taxi from Molyko to Soppo. When the lady 

alighted from the car, two policemen immediately stopped the driver and started 

harassing him. The lady went to her destination and upon her return, she noticed how 

the policemen forcefully pushed the driver and it was a struggle between them and 

the police were trying to strangle him.  

It is alleged that the police wanted to extort money from him and because he resisted, 

it resulted in the use of force by the policemen. The two policemen pushed his car 

and it landed in a ditch in front of the Iya Restaurant and got damaged. The remains 

of the car were pulled out by a Caterpillar that was brought in, and it is now parked 

at the military station at Bongo Square, while the driver was rushed to the hospital.  
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The lady who witnessed the incident further narrated that when she saw the 

policemen pushing the driver, she quickly picked up her phone and called the state 

counsel whose prompt intervention led to the arrest of the police officers.  

The attack on the driver provoked the taxi drivers’ union in Buea who wanted to call 

for an indefinite strike, but the Governor of the South West Region intervened, and 

it was called off. This is just one of several instances of police harassment on taxi 

drivers in Buea. Previously, on July 20, 2020, a police officer slapped a taxi driver 

in Buea. The taxi drivers’ union reacted by calling for a strike, and all circulation in 

town was halted. 

 

5. THE SHOOTING OF A GIRL IN A PUBLIC TRANSPORT BUS 

On Wednesday October 28, 2020, a lady was shot by the military in a public 

transport bus at Mile 2 Junction, a locality in Bamenda, North West Region of 

Cameroon. An eyewitness recounted that he heard a single gunshot a few meters 

ahead of him while he was on his way to the farm. Upon getting closer, he realized 

that a lady was shot in a bus at the military checkpoint.  

The military claimed to have stopped the driver who decided not to stop and in an 

attempt to scare him, one of them fired a bullet at the bus. Unfortunately, the bullet 

hit the lady who was a passenger in the bus, and this kept her in a critical condition 

and was rushed to the hospital. Many termed the act as negligence and said it was 

unprofessional for the military to have acted in such a manner, as they claimed there 

are other measures they could have chosen than using a firearm on the civilian bus. 

This case is not the first of its kind, as similar cases had been recorded from such 

actions perpetrated by the state’s law enforcement officers. Previously, on August 1, 

2019, a 28-year-old lady was shot in a taxi by a police officer who attempted to stop 

the taxi whose driver was hesitant at Mile 18 – Bomaka, Buea Subdivision. The lady 

was sitting in the backseat of the taxi while on her way to Muea Market. When they 
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got to the checkpoint and the police officer blew his whistle to stop the taxi, the 

driver hesitated to stop the car and the officer fired at the vehicle from behind at 

about a five-meter distance. The bullet hit the lady on the left side of her back, which 

caused her to undergo two surgeries, front and back. 

 

6. THE KILLING OF TWO CIVILIANS IN LUH VILLAGE BY 

CAMEROON DEFENCE FORCES 

On Sunday November 8, 2020, two civilians were killed in Luh, Ndu Subdivision, 

Donga Mantung Division in the North West Region of Cameroon, by the Cameroon 

DSF. According to sources, members of the Cameroon DSF stormed the locality in 

the early hours of the morning and opened fire at civilians, which resulted in the 

death of two civilians by the names of Jasper, popularly known to be a driver, and 

Banwei, a bike rider in the same community.  

To document this case, CHRDA spoke to some witnesses. One of them explained 

that, “the military came here this morning while people were preparing to go to 

church, they started harassing people and thereafter started shooting, there were no 

separatist fighters in the village, the military then targeted taxi-drivers and bike 

riders taking people to church.”  

Another witness, who was transported to church by the bike rider who was killed 

few seconds after the passenger (witness) stepped out of the bike, recounted how his 

transporter was killed: “the bike rider dropped me off to church and after which I 

heard the sound of a gun, little did I know that he was the one that was gunned down. 

When I heard the gunshot I did not even enter the church but rush to check what 

happened just to discover that the bike rider that took me to church was the one 

killed by the military that arrived in the village in the morning. I was in shock and 

disbelieve, then I signaled the population that came and took the corpse away”.  
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A 15-second video that circulated on social media showed the people of Luh who 

were gathered around the scene of the incident, crying and wondering why the 

military who is supposed to protect the population was instead the perpetrator of 

such actions against civilians who were striving to meet the needs of their families 

through transport occupations. 
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B. ATROCITIES COMMITTED BY NON-STATE ARMED GROUPS. 

  

1. ABDUCTION OF CARDINAL TUMI AND THE FON OF NSO, AND A 

BAN ON REGIONAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

On September 7, 2020, the President of the Republic, Paul Biya, signed a decree 

authorizing the ever first election for members of the regional councils across the 

ten regions of Cameroon including the two restive North West and South West 

Anglophone

 

Figure 2: Cardinal Tumi and His Royal Highness Mbinglo 

Regions. The elections, which were provided for in the 1996 Constitution of 

Cameroon in a move towards decentralization but not yet implemented, were built 

for December 6, 2020. The elections were largely boycotted by opposition political 

parties in Cameroon, especially the SDF of Ni John Fru Ndi which said it would 

boycott the election unless there was a ceasefire in the restive regions. In response 

to this move, the non-state armed groups (NSAGs) warned that no individual in the 

Southern Cameroons should dare participate in the elections. This warning was 
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followed up by strict implementation of a three-day lockdown in the two restive 

regions from December 4 to 7, 2020.  

 The traditional ruler of Nso, Fon Mbinglo II, who has been living in exile in 

Yaounde since 2019 after separatist leaders attacked his palace and killed two of his 

sons, decided to return to Nso to take part in the regional election and launch his 

campaign. He was accompanied on his journey home by Cardinal Tumi. On 

November 5, 2020, their convoy was intercepted at the village of Baba I by the 

NSAGs. The two men were abducted and taken to an unknown destination where 

they spent several days before being released. While in captivity, they were forced 

to disavow any plans of taking part in the regional council election. This incident 

was captured on amateur videos filmed and circulated on social media by the captors. 

The two men were later set free on two different dates after widespread 

condemnation of the attack from the local and international community. 

To further their plans to sabotage the elections, NSAGs launched numerous attacks 

targeting anyone participating and enforced the three-day lockdown. In Santa 

Subdivision in the North West Region, the vehicle of a Catholic priest was attacked 

by gunmen who fired shots and injured the priest and a mass servant. Still in Santa, 

a heavy-duty truck was intercepted and burnt down by the gunmen, and the driver 

and his assistant were abducted. 

On election day, the Fon of Mbessa in Boyo Division was kidnapped in Belo by 

separatist fighters after taking part in the election. The Fon of Kedjem Keku in Tubah 

Subdivision, Mezam Division, was also abducted days after taking part in the 

election. In the South West Region, the chiefs of Mile 14 Buea, the chief of Dibanda, 

the Chief of Bolifamba, and the chief of Lower Bokuva were abducted on December 

10, 2020. The chief of Dibanda was killed in captivity while the other two were 

released a day after their abduction.  
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The death of the chief of Dibanda Mile 14 followed that of Chief Francis Molinga, 

who was attacked and killed in his palace in Liwu la-Malale Village. 

        

2. THE MURDER OF CHIEF FRANCIS MOLINGA OF LIWU LA-

MALALE VILLAGE BUEA 

On November 6, 2020, unknown gunmen attacked the village of Liwu La-Malale, a 

farming settlement situated in the outskirts of Buea in the Fako Division of the South 

West Region. This attack was second in line after the October 26, 2020, attack that 

left six people dead, including three separatist fighters and 3 unarmed civilians, by 

the DSF.  

To document this case, CHRDA interviewed eyewitnesses and community members 

of the village who all gave a detailed account of what transpired. On that day, the 

chief of the village, Molinga Francis, and his wife returned from Bokwaongo (a 

locality in Buea where they went for a visit) at around 4 pm. When he came back, 

there was a calmness in the village as people were going about their daily activities. 

Witnesses said that at around nightfall, the chief’s wife was in the sitting room and 

feeding her children, and then suddenly they heard a hard knock on the door. She 

then inquired to know who it was at the door but the voice was heard saying in Pidgin 

English and in a very terrifying tone, “open this door very fast or we go brokam 

enter and you go regret.” The eyewitness added that the chief's wife was half-naked, 

so she hastily wore a T-shirt with the loin she tied and rushed to open the door. At 

the door were two armed men, alleged to be separatist fighters, who forced their way 

into the palace. The two men armed with rifles began harassing the queen and her 

children, demanding to see the chief. Immediately the chief heard the noise at the 

door. He then came out from his room and was ordered to go outside and sit on the 

ground.  
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Whilst the chief and his family obeyed the orders of the armed men and sat on the 

ground, another witness told CHRDA that “their other colleagues were going round 

the village rounding up the villagers and bringing them to the palace and they were 

all gathered there in fear. They said to us that ‘we be don say we go burn down this 

palace nor, make wuna cam see wit wuna eyes now,’ he added. When the armed men 

said this, they then set the palace on fire.”  

 

Figure 3: Photo of the Palace of Malale Village 

When the palace was set ablaze, they immediately opened fire on the chief and he 

was shot three times on his chest. They shot him in the presence of his wife, two 

children of 3 and 2 years old respectively, and the entire village. His wife was 

threatened not to make any move or cry, or else they will kill her too. After killing 

him, they left the scene and the villagers ran away in fear for their lives. 
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Figure 4: The remains of Chief Francis Molinga 

When the chief died, another source told CHRDA that it was rumored in the village 

after the first attack of October 26 (when three separatists were killed alongside three 

civilians) that the chief was suspected to have been the one who called in the 

military. Families and friends to the chief advised him to leave the village for some 

time and return after everything has come to normalcy. Chief Molinga denied all the 

allegations and also refused the advice of leaving the village because he thought such 

an action would give the people more reasons to think that he was guilty of the 

accusations.  

This attack that cost the life of the chief has caused all the villagers to flee to 

neighboring villages. It should be noted that this village hosted hundreds of IDPs, 

and due to these recent attacks, the IDPs alongside all the villagers have further 

moved to other areas. A source told CHRDA that about a few days after the attack, 
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only two persons were left in the village, they are both physically challenged: a blind 

old man and a lame man.  

Chief Molinga Francis is the second traditional ruler in Fako, and third in the South 

West Region, to have been killed in the four-year existence of the Anglophone 

Crisis. In July 2018, seven Fako chiefs were abducted by alleged separatist fighters, 

and one of them, Chief Mbanda Njie Williams of Lysoka Moliwe Village, died while 

in the custody of the abductors. On August 12, 2018, His Royal Highness Itoh Esoh, 

Paramount Ruler of the Balondo people, Ndian Division of the South West Region, 

was shot dead on his way returning home from church after a Sunday service. 

 

3. THE MURDER OF THREE CHIEFS IN LEBIALEM AND THE 

ABDUCTION OF THE FON OF KOM 

On the night of February 13, 2021, armed separatist fighters in Lebialem Division 

of the South West Region, belonging to the group known as the Red Dragons of 

Lebialem and under the Command of Lekeaka Oliver, known also as Field Marshal, 

carried out a raid in the village of Essoh-Attah which let to the murder of three chiefs 

and one civilian, and also the abduction of 27 men. To document this case, CHRDA 

spoke to a survivor of the attack who narrated how the incident transpired on the eve 

of Valentine’s Day in Lebialem.   

According to this witness, Field Marshal and his boys came to a locality in the village 

known as Foreke Down in Essoh-Attah Fondom and removed one commercial bike-

rider at gunpoint from his house at about 9 pm. They ordered him to take his bike 

and move to wherever they asked him to. Field Marshal had on his hand a long list 

of persons whom he needed to kill that night. He then called out the names of four 

chiefs and sent the bike rider, accompanied by one separatist fighter with a gun, to 

go the houses of those chiefs, one after the other, and bring them to where they were 

sitting at Foreke Down. The bike rider then left with the gunman to bring the chiefs, 
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and Field Marshal proceeded with his raid in the neighborhood and kidnapped 27 

men, both old and young, and locked them up in the house with their hands tied and 

also tortured them. 

The biker and the gunman brought the four chiefs to Field Marshal and he started 

interrogating them, He accused them of participating in the December 6, 2020, 

regional council elections in Menji, in which he had warned that no person in 

Lebialem should take part. Among the four chiefs, three of them denied that they 

participated in the elections and only one accepted that he voted. Field Marshal then 

immediately shot those who denied having participated in the elections and spared 

the one who said he voted. The chiefs who were executed were Fualasoeh Peter, 

Simon Forzi and Formin Benedict, all of Essoh-Attah Fondom in Lebialem 

Division. 

 

Figure 2: Photo of the three chiefs killed in Lebialem 

After executing the chiefs, their bodies were taken and dumped in a river and were 

retrieved the next day by villagers. The witness further narrated that Field Marshal 

also sent the bike man to come and bring him because he has been constructing 
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bridges in Lebialem and enabling soldiers to cross with military vehicles and commit 

atrocities. The bike man was not accompanied by the gunman who had been 

following him around this time, so when the bike man was told he had been sent to 

come and carry him by Field Marshal, he was able to escape.  

At this time, the military was already alerted, and they arrived Foreke Down at about 

5 am. Field Marshal escaped with his boys, abandoning the 27 men he had kidnapped 

and locked in a house. At the time the military arrived at the premises where the men 

were kept, one of the men had stepped out to ease himself and the military thought 

he was a separatist fighter and opened fire at him. He was shot in the hand and later 

died due to profuse bleeding. The rest of the captives were liberated and taken to the 

market square at Foreke Down. 

 

Figure 3: Photo of captives set free by the military from Field Marshal's camp 

In all, three persons were killed by Field Marshall and one by the military.  

On the same day these chiefs were killed in Lebialem, South West Region, the Fon 

of Kom, Fon Vincent Yuh II, and his entourage were briefly abducted by separatist 

in Fundong, Boyo Division of the Northwest Region, while returning from a church 
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service in Njinikom. He was released just a few hours after his abduction due to 

excessive pressure mounted on the abductors by the entire Kom population, both at 

home and abroad. Similar to public administrators, traditional rulers have been 

targeted in the Anglophone Crisis by separatist fighters. Most of them have been 

victims of abductions and many have died in captivity. 

 

4. TARGETED ATTACKS ON MILITARY AND THE USE OF IEDs 

At the beginning of the year 2021, armed separatist fighters conducted several 

targeted attacks against the DSF of Cameroon that resulted in many deaths, injuries, 

and destruction of military installations and vehicles. Unarmed civilians were also 

caught in such attacks and killed. These attacks were either conducted through gun 

battles or through the use of IEDs.  

On January 7, 2021, there was gunfire throughout the night in the town of Bamenda 

between the NSAGs and DSF. At one security checkpoint at the boundary between 

Matazem in Santa, North West Region, and Batchoua in Babadjuo, West Region, 

the NSAGs launched a coordinated attack against the military and shot dead two 

gendarme officers and one police officer, and wounded one gendarme on the head. 

Two civilians also lost their lives in the attack, a truck driver and his assistant.  

This attack at Matazem followed a series of attacks that occurred at the beginning of 

the year including one in Fundong in Boyo Division, and one in Ndop in 

Ngokentunjia Division, in the North West Region. The attack against the military in 

Fundong led to the killing of two soldiers and a student who was caught by stray 

bullets. The most outstanding of these attacks is that which occurred on the 

convoy of the Senior Divisional Officer of Momo Division in Mbengwi. The 

SDO’s convoy was attacked by a roadside blast that killed five persons on the spot, 

including four soldiers and the Momo Divisional Delegate of Communication Mrs. 

Liwusi Rebecca Jeme. Three persons were also severely injured and rushed to the 
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hospital in Mbengwi, and there was also huge material damage. The SDO’s convoy 

was attacked while returning from installation ceremonies of the newly appointed 

DOs of Andek and Njikwa in Momo Division and was heading towards Mbengwi 

before the incident happened. This attack that led to the death of Momo Divisional 

Delegate of Communication was widely condemned by the human rights 

community, including foreign embassies in Cameroon.  

After these attacks, the Minister of Territorial Administration Paul Atanga 

Nji chaired a security meeting in Bamenda on January 18, 2021, where he 

vehemently stated that the President of the Republic had already won the war against 

the armed separatist fighters and that only a few stubborn boys were left in the bush 

and the military would soon neutralize them. After this statement, the days that 

followed in the two restive regions witnessed even more explosions. 

On January 19, 2021, another IED exploded by the roadside in Mile 17 

Mbengwi, the same town in which DO’s convoy was attacked a few days back, 

killing five persons. According to eyewitness testimony, the new attack was 

conducted by armed separatist fighters who buried the IED in the ground while 

targeting a military truck heading towards Ngyen Mbo Checkpoint in Momo 

Division. In the explosion, no person was injured, but in reprisal of the attack, the 

military launched a rebel search operation in the town of Mbengwi where they 

arrested all men and boys, including schoolchildren seen in the area that day, and 

took them to the Gendarmerie Brigade in Mbengwi. This action provoked women 

and mothers of the town to stage a street protest. They marched to the DO’s and 

Mayor’s offices while demanding the immediate release of their innocent children 

and husbands. The DO promised to see to it that those among them who were 

innocent would be released. 

On January 24, 2021, separatist fighters planted another bomb which detonated 

around Half-Mile Limbe in Fako Division of the South West Region. This was at 
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the time when Group C Matches between Togo and Rwanda of the African Nations 

Championship (CHAN) were ongoing amidst lockdown instituted by the NSAGs 

in Fako Division as part of their strategy to disrupt the games from taking place in 

the Anglophone regions. The person who planted the device was heard speaking in 

a video circulating on social media, claiming responsibility for the attack. He also 

mentioned that he is a member of Fako Action Forces. After the first explosion, 

another roadside blast blew up on two policemen while on patrol still in Limbe on 

January 26, 2021. The two men were severely wounded and rushed to the regional 

hospital in Mile One Limbe. Eyewitnesses also stated that the matches were played 

in empty stadiums and empty streets as residents were warned to stay home and 

respect all the ghost town days as instituted by the separatists. Some drivers who did 

not respect the ghost towns in Buea, Limbe, and Tiko had their vehicles set ablaze 

by separatists. 

Before the end of the year 2020 in Cameroon, armed separatist fighters had warned 

the government of Cameroon and the Confederation of African Football CAF not 

to organize any sporting activity in the two Anglophone regions of the country. The 

warning was followed by an even more serious consequence as the separatists began 

attacking football officials in Cameroon. On December 20, 2020, a retired referee 

and team manager of Young Sports Academy (YOSA), a local football club in the 

North West Region of Cameroon, was brutally murdered by armed separatist fighters 

at his residence in the locality of Old Town, Bamenda. Family sources told CHRDA 

that the victim, Mr. Ndifon Alphones, who had been part of the management team 

of YOSA since its creation in 2004, was removed from the hlome and shot at close 

range. The YOSA club on its part stated that the death of the manager was a bitter 

pill to swallow and a big blow to the Elite One Football Club in the region.  

Equally, on January 27, 2021, the Deputy Security Chief of the Ambazonia Defense 

Forces (ADF) on a Facebook post claimed responsibility for a double explosion 
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which occurred early morning on the said date at around T-Junction and Travelers 

Quarter in Bamenda and killed at least four soldiers. Still in Bamenda, there was 

another blast at Mile 4 Market on Saturday, January 30, 2021, in which two unarmed 

civilians were injured. The implantation of IEDs in Bamenda was part of a strategy 

by NSAGs to enforce a three-day lockdown to prevent a warm reception to the 

Vatican’s Secretary of State His Eminence Cardinal Pietro Parolin, who was on 

a visit to Cameroon and to celebrate a mass at the St Joseph Cathedral in Bamenda. 

On February 4, 2021, separatist fighters attacked the military in Mbalangui on the 

Kumba-Buea highway and wounded two soldiers. They also blocked the road for 

several hours, preventing vehicles and civilians from passing. Four days after the 

Mbalangui attack, the military ambushed and shot two separatist fighters, Ambe 

Augustin also known as General Above the Law, and Wache Celestine also known 

as T BOY. These two are believed to have let the operation that injured two soldiers 

on February 4, 2021, as they were seen on a video filmed and circulated on social 

media while mocking the military and saying they were still alive before their tragic 

end on February 8, 2021.  

On February 14, 2021, armed separatist fighters ambushed and killed three soldiers, 

injuring one at the locality of Bafumar in Ekondo Titi, Ndian Division of the South 

West Region. The soldiers identified as Ebot Ayuck, Konynuyu Peter, and Matelot 

Lapioma were killed on the spot while Schoume was injured. In the North West 

Region, separatist fighters on February 15, 2021, ambushed and killed Captain 

Thierry Engbwe while they were returning from an operation in Kumbo, Bui 

Division.  

Still in Bui Division, separatist fighters on February 25, 2021, attacked a military 

truck in Kumbo and killed two soldiers, destroying the vehicle with bullet shots.  
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Figure 4: The attack on a military vehicle in Kumbo 

The truck rolled over an IED planted on the road by the separatist fighters before 

they fired shots at it, killing two soldiers and injuring several more. In reaction to 

this attack, General Valère Nka of the Cameroon DSF in the North West Region 

launched a counter-attack in Bui Division in reprisal of the killing of two of his 

soldiers and killed about 13 separatist fighters. In the operation, a hospital in 

Kikaikelaiki was burnt down. The walls of the Catholic Church in Bamkikai were 

also shattered with bullets while civilians were taking refuge in the church. This 

violates the Geneva Convention and International Humanitarian Law as hospitals 

and churches are not military targets and must never be attacked in armed conflict. 

 

5. ATTACK ON SCHOOLS 

The domain of education has been hit hard by the Anglophone Crisis in Cameroon 

since it began in 2016. Whether as players or pawns, teachers and students have 
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played a key role since the start of the crisis. In October 2016, teachers’ and lawyers’ 

trade unions organized demonstrations to denounce decades of government 

marginalization and to end French domination. Students joined these demonstrations 

by the end of November of 2016, leaving schools empty. The leaders of the 

demonstrations under the banner of the Anglophone Civil Society Consortium who 

had called for school boycott and civil disobedience were arrested.  

Some members of the teachers’ trade union called for school resumption but other 

members of the Consortium refused, and the few schools that resumed faced 

reprisals. The use of violence against schools which have reopened was encouraged 

by activists abroad and that pattern continued until 2020, with the vast majority of 

students still unable to attend school in the Anglophone regions. The official reason 

given by members of the separatist groups for opposing school resumption is that it 

is not safe for students due to the ongoing conflict. 

At the beginning of the academic year 2020, some factions of the separatist 

movement began to change their stance. Sisiku Ayuk Tabe of the Interim 

Government of Ambazonia announced that parents may send their children to school 

if they determine it to be safe. Fighters on the ground also accepted some limited 

form of schooling. Other activists, such as Mark Bareta, Tapang Ivo, and Eric Tataw, 

also pledged their support for school resumption. The Ambazonia Governing 

Council (AGovC) of Ayaba Cho Lucas rejected the idea of government schools 

resuming but supported community schools and mission school to resume. Only 

Samuel Sako of the Interim Government of Ambazonia rejected school resumption 

but accepted it if it is backed by an international negotiation to put an end to the 

conflict.  
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6. THE KILLING OF AT LEAST SEVEN CHILDREN IN A SCHOOL IN 

KUMBA  

Due to these calls for school resumption, many students began attending school 

again for the first time in four years and felt secure doing so. The Government of 

Cameroon on her part did not agree with separatists allowing only for community 

schools to resume and began forcing students to attend only government schools, 

especially in areas where separatists have permitted community schools to resume. 

However, everything changed with the Kumba School Massacre.  

On Saturday, October 24, 2020, unidentified armed men launched an attack at 

Mother Francisca International Bilingual Academy, a school that hosted both 

primary and secondary sections in the same campus in Fiango-Kumba, Meme 

Division of the South West Region of Cameroon. Sources told CHRDA that 

unidentified gunmen invaded the campus, and opened fire on the children; killing at 

least seven and severely injuring over ten more. 

In the aftermath of the attack, the Cameroon government through the Divisional 

Officer for Meme Division, Ntou’u Ndong Chamberlain, was quick to speak about 

the attack and said it was committed by separatist fighters. The separatist fighters 

rejected the claim and said it was done by agents of the Cameroonian military to 

tarnish the separatists’ reputation.  

The Government of Cameroon reacted again to this attack by condemning it. On 

October 27, 2020, an inter-ministerial delegation went to Kumba to console the 

bereaved families and analyze the security situation of Meme Division. On October 

28, 2020, the President of the Republic signed a decree, making October 31 a 

National Day of Mourning for all the deceased of the Kumba Massacre.  
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Figure 5: Photos of children massacred in Kumba 

According to the Human Rights Officer at CHRDA, Akem Kelvin Nkwain, 

“regardless of who was responsible for the attack, the Kumba Massacre underscores 

the fact that educational institutions have been a target throughout the crisis since it 

began in 2016 and most be condemned as it violates children’s rights to education.” 

As for the perpetrators, CHRDA cannot say for sure who committed the act. Both 

the government forces and separatist fighters, as well as thugs and criminal gangs 

operating in the conflict area, are suspects in this case, and only a genuine committee 

set up to investigate the incident can identify who exactly committed the act. 

 

7. THE KILLING OF THE PEDAGOGIC INSPECTOR FOR THE WEST 

REGION 

Following the Kumba School Massacre, several other atrocities were committed 

against students and teachers in the restive Anglophone regions, one of which is the 

murder of a Pedagogic Inspector of Economics for the West Region, on October 27, 

2020, three days after the Kumba Massacre. The victim, Dr. Luciano Keafoon, was 

shot and killed in Mbefi, a locality in Nkwen-Bamenda, North West Region.  
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Sources revealed that the victim came to Bamenda for a visit to his family. He was 

abducted at around 7:30 pm of the said day by gunmen who identified themselves 

as members of an “Amba” group.  

 

Figure 6: The remains of Luciano Keafoon 

They tied him on their bike and took him away. While on their way to the unknown 

destination, they had an accident, and inhabitants of that area are said to have heard 

the victim calling out for help in a loud voice. As he was crying and calling for 

rescue, the gunmen opened fire and killed him. 

 

8. THE ABDUCTION OF 11 TEACHERS IN KUMBO 

Just less than two weeks after the Kumba Massacre, armed separatist fighters 

abducted at least 11 teachers from the Presbyterian Primary School Kumbo, Bui 

Division of the North West Region. The gunmen invaded the school at about 10 am 

and took with them all the staff members present on the campus at the time. An 
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eyewitness told CHRDA that before leaving with the teachers, the armed men 

threatened the children and told them to go home and never return to school again. 

CHRDA spoke with several other witnesses in the area who narrated that the school 

had been functioning well since the start of the academic year 2020, though timidly, 

because of some threats from the NSAGs who had previously told the authorities to 

close down the school, before the eventual abduction of the teachers. 

 

9. THE ATTACK ON KULU MEMORIAL COLLEGE, LIMBE 

Following the abduction of 11 teachers in Bui Division, unidentified gunmen 

suspected to be separatist fighters launched an attack on November 4, 2020, at the 

campus of Kulu Memorial College in Limbe, Fako Division of the South West 

Region, and set the structure on fire, threatening students and forcing them to run 

home nude.   

The perpetrators, who numbered about three, with masked faces, a machete, and a 

gun attacked the students in the class. While filming them, the gunmen ordered the 

students, both male and female, to strip naked and remain so until they are filmed.  

While using Pidgin English, they threatened to burn down the classroom with the 

students in it. The students were asked if they still wished to go to school or not. In 

fear of their lives, they unanimously denied that they would continue schooling 

again. After this conversation, the assailants then ordered the students to run home 

naked—one of the worst forms of humiliation any human being can endure.  

When the students were out of the class, the armed men who identified themselves 

as members of the "Omega Squad" then set the administrative block and other 

classrooms on fire. The incident was recorded in a 1-minute 35-second video, and 

then another 30-second video, and circulated on social media.  
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Figure 7: Photos of the attack in Kulu Memorial College  

On the same day, CHRDA received reports of the abduction of at least six students 

in Fundong, Boyo Division of the North West Region by armed men, alleged to be 

armed separatist fighters. Sources revealed that the students were on their way to 

school when they were intercepted by armed men and taken to an unknown 

destination.  

The educational sector in the two crisis-hit regions has been greatly targeted by 

separatist fighters. Previously, on August 10, 2020, the corpse of Mr. Piayu Ibrahim, 

a chemistry teacher in Government Technical High School (GTHS) Santa, Mezam 

Division of the North West Region, was discovered under a bridge in Mile 4 Nkwen, 

Bamenda. He was allegedly killed by separatist fighters for ‘non-respect of ghost 

town’ and failure to yield to separatist calls for a school boycott.  
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10.  ATTACK ON HUMANITARIAN WORKERS. 

On February 4, 2021, armed separatist fighters at the locality of Muyuka in the South 

West Region attacked an ambulance of Doctors Without Borders and fired 

shots at it. The ambulance was responding to a call in Muyuka, and the 

accompanying nurse on it was severely injured. Following this attack, a second 

ambulance was sent to pick up the patient in a critical condition, and now receiving 

treatment at the time of this report. This attack was condemned by Doctors Without 

Borders as it is against the principles of international humanitarian law to attack 

healthcare facilities, including ambulances.  

 

11.  ATTACKS AGAINST UNARMED CIVILIANS 

 

 THE HARASSMENT AND TORTURE OF A LADY IN BAMENDA 

On October 5, 2020, CHRDA received and analyzed two videos of a lady who was 

estimated to be in her late-20s, being interrogated at night by alleged separatist 

fighters. The first video, which lasted for 3 minutes and 3 seconds, showed the lady 

sitting down naked in a bushy environment. A voice was heard from behind the 

camera, questioning her of having an intimate relationship with a military officer. 

She had scars on her swollen breasts and this shows that she was beaten with either 

the use of a cane or ropes which left some lines on her breast and other parts of her 

body. The lady said she hails from Ngongham, a locality in Mankon in the Mezam 

Division of the North West Region of Cameroon. She was abducted because her 

abductors spotted her being offered a lift by a military that drove her to the house. 

To the armed men, it is taboo for any lady in the two Anglophone regions to be 

engaged in any kind of relationship with members of the DSF, as they are considered 

to be “blacklegs.”  
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Figure 8: Photos of a lady allegedly tortured by armed separatists 

The accent of the interrogator behind the camera was that of a perfect French-

speaker. The interrogator questioned the lady using both French and Pidgin English. 

She was asked if she brought her military boyfriend for the “Amba boys” to kill, 

which she accepted. The interrogator went further to say the military escaped and 

she was the one who was abducted. She was further accused that they (girls who 

date military) are the ones providing the military with information about separatist 

fighters. She was reminded of a tragic incident of another girl who was beheaded in 

Muyuka Subdivision because of her relationship with a member of the DSF. 

In the second video, which lasted for 2 minutes and 44 seconds, the lady was seen 

rubbed in the mud. The same voice of the interrogator was heard behind the camera. 

The victim was asked for how long she had been dating the military officer whose 

name she gave as Aramin, and how many times they have had sexual intercourse. 

The interrogator addressed Aramin, the supposed boyfriend of the victim, telling 

him that his girlfriend will be killed. The voice passed a general warning to all other 
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girls in Bamenda who are into relationships with DSF by promising them that they 

will all be killed. 

This was one of several cases of violence against women and girls perpetrated by 

separatist fighters. Women being attacked on the claims of being ‘blacklegs’ has 

been a great call for concern. Before this case was that of a 35-year-old mother of 

four children who was beheaded by separatist fighters in Makanga neighborhood in 

Muyuka, Fako Division of the South West Region on August 11, 2020. She was 

allegedly accused by separatist fighters of being a ‘blackleg’ and an informant to the 

military. 

 

 THE KILLING OF MR FANG DENIS 

 

Figure 9: Photo of Mr Fang Denis 

On October 28, 2020, Fang Denis, a man estimated to be about 50 years old, was 

discovered dead in Ndu, Donga-Mantung Division of the North West Region. He is 

said to have been killed by alleged separatist fighters. An eyewitness recounted that 
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the previous day, Denis was on his way from Ndu to Bamenda where he intended to 

board a bus for Yaoundé for the funeral of his uncle’s son. While on his way to 

Bamenda on a bike, he was stopped by armed men suspected to be separatist fighters 

who took him away to Mbongso but left the rider.  

The victim was the Senior Field Assistant at the Ndawara Tea Estate in Ndu where 

he had served for over 15 years. Sources explained that his killing was as a result of 

his continuous work at the tea estate, at which the separatists have warned for work 

to stop. CHRDA was informed that Denis had several encounters with the separatist 

fighters in which his bikes were seized twice, with the last seizure being in July 2020. 

These incidents caused him to move his wife and three children out of the region and 

into another region which he considered safer because foresaw his encounters with 

separatist fighters as early warning signs for unknown danger for him and his 

household. A close family source revealed that, “severally, he had been advised to 

leave the region and join his family, which he kept promising to do. Unfortunately, 

he did not live to fulfil the promise.” 

  

 THE KILLING OF A COUNCILOR IN BAMALI 

On October 31, 2020, alleged separatist fighters in Bamali killed a councilor by the 

name Jokam Emmanuel. The victim is a councilor from Ndop, Ngokentunjia 

Division of the North West Region. Sources said that the “Amba Boys” killed him 

because of his alleged collaboration with the military. A source told CHRDA 

that, “the councilor was considered to be a ‘blackleg’ that was why the separatist 

killed him. They do not tolerate anyone that seems to be friends or has any links with 

the military.” 
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C. RECOMMENDATIONS 

CHRDA emphatically abhors these gross human rights atrocities and reminds the 

stakeholders of the necessity to urgently prevent further violence and protect all 

civilians from grave violations of international humanitarian and human rights law. 

We also call on the Government of Cameroon to immediately discharge its primary 

responsibility to protect its population by addressing the root causes of violence and 

ensuring victims of attacks are provided with appropriate protection and assistance.  

As it started to in December 2020, with the trial of the three soldiers who massacred 

over 21 civilians, including 13 children, in Ngarbuh, and with the payment of 5 

million FCFA each as reparation to the families of the victims, the government 

should fully investigate and hold accountable those responsible for the serious 

violations and abuses that have been committed from the beginning of the crisis and 

also indemnify the victims’ families for property loss and injuries suffered. 

We urge the President of the Republic and the entire Government of Cameroon to 

ensure full respect for human rights, including the rights of women and children, and 

to ensure that the humanitarian needs of civilians are met. 

We also call on all stakeholders to get engaged in frank and veritable dialogue to 

find a lasting solution to the crisis, as soldiers and armed men continue to commit 

human rights atrocities. 

 

D. METHODOLOGY 

This report is based on research conducted in the NWR and SWR by CHRDA human 

rights monitoring and reporting officers. It includes the testimonies of victims and 

eyewitnesses, collected through interviews and written complaints forwarded to 

CHRDA by victims and concerned individuals. Documentary and audio-visual 

evidence, showing acts of violence committed by the military and separatist fighters, 

were also received and analyzed by CHRDA.  


